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HISTORY LESSON

Mewalle Tincketr's Mini Spnant was a low frontal area Mini racer that arrived on the scene i
1965. The lowered bodywork and sloping windscreen were aimed ot redudng the car's
drag characieristics, but although the mods worked, changes to the Saloon Car racing regs
meant the Sprint was unable 1o race because it no longer matched the regulation Mini
sithoueite, Having lost #s main reason for being, only a fiow Sprnts were commisssoned
and built. Gerry Hawkridge's Hawk Sprint was built in glass-fibre and fitted in the Hawk
company line-up alongside their gther replicas until, predictably, legal pressune from BMW
and Rowver forced them to halt production in the mid 1990s. The shell was based on a Mk3
Mini, hence the concealed door hinges, but early touches like the Mkl tail lights were used
it help the replica look mane authentic
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[ Cooperised Hawk Sprint ]

= the Hawk's low-level bonnet. This invoived
machining down the dashpot-damper mounting
thread by about 0.25-inch and taking a similas
amount off the damper piston rod to match. And
1o ensure the smoothest possible airfiow, the
carbs aze unning with genuine Special Tuning
rampipes instead of filters, and the inlet manifold
has been fully pas-flowed, (00,

The lowered body height also meant the
radiator has had to be shghtly refocated to cope,
but Simon has made up a new cowling and
bracket to allow a standard-sized core 1o st
lower and provide sufficient clearance rather than
resorfing to a shorter rad. The four-blade fan has
had to be cut down, though, but it stdl seems 10
be working well Em:ﬁar.:h and the motor doesn
bubble up

Io keap the
spaiks hinng
exaclly when
required, Lucas
electionic ignition
was fitted instead of relying on poims. that might
cause issues at higher revs, and sparks for the
NGK plugs ate provided by a Flame Thiower
coil. The exhaust side of the process is also well
catered for with a Maniflow Stage 2 LCB pannered
by a reverse-megaphone system with a single-
siencer box,

The set-up is good for around 100bhp, and with
a lightweigh glass-fibre body 1o chuck around,
Simon's Hawk really lives up to the Spant name
But even though he has gone a bit mad wath this
motor, he isnt finished yet. “T'm planning on doing
a full, crazy, 1460cc motor with B-poal set-up and
Tecalemit fuel injection!”

To give the gearbox a fighting chance of
hanging tegether undes such a grunty lump,
Simon's given it the full straight-cut treatment
S0, alihough it s equally strong, there is the
usual downside. s pretty noisy — he dop
gears are quite chattery.” he says, with typical
understaternent. As you'd expect, the diff has also
been uprated 10 a cross-pin Mini Spares Evolution
unit, so that should be able 10 handle the grunt
without exploding
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. "The set-up is still guod
for around 100bhp...”

Dropping back to 10-inch wheels has restricted
Simon's choice of biaking equipment, but he's
managed to get reasonable anchorage by using
Cooper S two-pot callipers and EBC pads that
bite onto original Cooper 5 discs. The rear brakes
are standard apart from a set of genuine, anginal
Minifin drums and, judging by the way Simon
¢an hoan around Knockhll's sinuous tarmac, the
brakes are pretly good.

One thing that didn't work a5 well as Simon had
hoped once the Hawk was back on the road was
the handiing. Although he had fitted the usual
afray of neggy camber bottom aims, adjustable
tie-bars, Hi-Los and adjustable dampers, the
car was twitchy and unpredictable, but the faulk
proved E-a5',r 1o dlagnnse and cure, Td ned
3.5-inch Cosmic alloys,
but they were scary with
100bhp to play with!”

A set of wider, 4.5-inch
Kose Petal alloys hawe
soited the waywardness.

Interios wodk was imited 1o changing the seats
for something more petiod looking. and fting an
oider-style dashboard. The seats needed lower
mounts 1o give anything ike decent headroom,
but fitting the Broadspeed dash proved 10 be 3
eal pig. Now, even though the speedo ana rev
counter aren’t wildly accurate, Simon can’t face
removing them 1o sort the problem!

He is planning on adding to the 60's theming
though, as well as building that mental engine,
50 it looks like pbenty more peopie are going 1o
be totally blown away by how quick a slightly-
squashed Mini can travel. So, if you're driving
quickly around Edinburgh and a low-line Mini
comes hurting up behind you, get ready to be
out-dragged.

Simon would like to thank: Kevin Murray for help
and support: Peter at Pentland Powdes Coating
fwrwrw.pentiandpowdercoating co.uk, «45 (01131
445 0098): lamie Muller («44 (07706 175089) for
help with the painting: MED Engineering hwww.
med-engineering co.uk, +44 (011162 461641% Owen
Cooper and also Robin L':rmy' for help CED
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- Technical Specification

: Hawk Sprint

© » Engine- A-seiies 1275ce block . 1380ce . Omega
! 73.5mm pistons . MED lightened connads . MED

: heaily-modified crankshaft, ightencd, wedged,

. knife-edged. cross-drilled, back-drilled, bladed,

: Tufftrided . MED ultralight fywheel . modified high-
capacity water pump . four-core radiator . cul-down
: four-blade fan . Stage 3 12G940 beg-valve cylinder ;
: head Kent scatter 286 billet camshaft , Special Tuning
: uita ightweight duples iming gear . offset Woodnf :
} key. 151 roller rockers . skenderian valve spangs :
: , phosphaor-beonze valve guides . twin SU 1%-inch
' carbs lout-down dashpots for bonnet clearance)
: Spedial Tuning rampipes . Facet race fuel pump .

: mandold . Maniflow Stage 2 L(B exhaust manifold
: . reverse megaphone single-box exhaust . Lucas :
* electronic distributor . Flame Thrower col . NGK plugs, -
: race leads :

w Gearbox: AP Racing bonded duich plate. Orange

diaphragm . rebuilt four-speed gearbax . Mini Spates
: full-synchoo straight-cut gearset . diop gears.
: Evolution cross-pin &ff . 2.9:1 final drive ratio

+ Suspension: Front: Standard Mini dry subframe.

: Mini Spares uprated bushes . bespoke thee-degree
. negative camber bottom anms . adjustable tie bars . -
\ Mi-Los . Spax adjustable dampers . rear: dey subframe
:_Mini Spares upeated bushes . adjustable negotive
: camber plates . He-Los . Spax adjustable dampers

. b Brakes: Front: Coopet S 75-inch discs . two-pol
i colipers . EBC Geeen Swif pads . rear: rebuilt to

: standasd spec . new cylinders, nings . Minifin drums
\ |, non-servo assisted . onginal pedal box . Aeroguip
 hoses . Kunifer brake nes . DOTS fiuid

¥+ Wheels/Tyres: (ooper Car (ompany Rose Petal

: 45x10-inch alloys . Dunlop RS 165/70x10 tyres

© » Interlor: Race-style glass-fibre seats on lowered
: mountings . Rever carpets . Broadspeed dashboard
: . Semiths Works-type 120mph speedo with ripmeter
. Semiths capillary-type wates lemperature gauge . of
: pressure gauge . Speedwell tachometer . Springalex
: steering wheel . one-off door cards . shortened door
: handles . modified, retrimmed rear seat

: » Exterior: 1966 Austin Mind Cooper reshilied .

1 19905 Hanwk Mini Speint glass-fibre shell  deseamed,
I lowered body . Tartan red . black roof . Lucas :
: headlamps . Licas quartz-lodine fve-inch spotiamps ;
!, Benclite grille . single doot minor . script boot :
badges . twin fuel caps . dhear indicator lenses . grike
! buttons . numberplate on bonnet



