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Classic

Simon Drew has owned his ‘64 Cooper S since
1989 and carefully hunted for bargain BMC
Works parts to turn it into a period-looking
replica on a very tight budget

Words and photos: Rob Hawkins ~




CLASSIC MINI
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LA Simon Drew

Oecupation: Engineer and car restorer.
Dream job: To open a Mind restoration
CRnife,

Dream cars: Works Minl and Audi R56,
First car: ‘64 Minl Cooper [MUP 2830]
for £2.000. Sold it and don't know what
happened to it Anyone know?
Previous cars: Too many Minis and
Citroens!

Current collection: "5 %7 Coaper,
August 5% Merris Mint 850, 40 Downlon
B50, original ‘64 Cooper 5, 43 1071

"" CooperS, T2 Pick-up.

Carrelated skills: Engineering degree.
Partner's opinion on Minis: | thought
Menis were uncomifertable unbl | took

a brip to Aberdeon in this ane, It was like
amini-ceckpit, and | even fell asleep!
Worst jobi on a Mini: Front suspension
rubbers,

Mecxt job on your Minl: Lower the
suspenslon and sort the brakes.
Member of a Mini club? Mini Cooper
Register,

Favourite car chase film: Goodbye Pork
Pre [fitmeed in Mew Zealand and all about
a stelen Mind).

Favourite TY channel? Discovery.
Favourite Minl suppliers? Mini Maching
and Minl Spares.

;*;ﬂ:;:gi“;;lf::m';ﬁ::;:’ cotsman Simon Drew's S in December 1989 for £2,500. campaigned in New Zealand.”
diagopilBelow: co-pilot'slamp once-"64 Cooper S has yet He reckons he's spent no more than Those Microcell scats were

andather navigation aids to be restoned, thanks toa £.3,000 on mamtenance and parts a swap for a Special Taning lamp
“shell full of Waxoyl. Despite such ovier the last 16 vears. bar with spots. Autojumbles
originality, he hasn’t been But how? The initial purchase price  have also been a good source,
put of ! from venturing down the was cheap and was accompanied along with his friend Dave
Works replica route and adding by some of the existing race Greaves, who can identify
as many period nems as possible, parts. It was supposed to have a Works part blindfolded!
The mtenton o detail is been raced in the Seventies, as Where genuing parts could
impressive. Take the rear subframe, it still carried the original Aley not be found, Simon resorted 1o
for instance, I double-skinned Bars three-point rolleage,” Simon making his own: “The dash panels
and scam-welded, and has atowing  explains. “1 still have the old FIA were measured of ' Works oniginals.
hook, just in case he should get oo cerlificate dating back to that er. Some of the bits were fiddly, like
close to a ditch! It already had the correct reverse the front subframe, with its special
The 200kmh Smiths speedo light and sump guard and was shod  beefed-up tie-bar mounts which
features an early style of needle with rally tyres.” The Works seed are all skidded 1o prevent them
that was designed to dampen was well and truly sewn, and over being ripped by rocks when you
vibrations. Similarly, the gearstick the years, the quest toget itas close  are hooking those rough comers.”
15 coverad with rubber, also o as possible bit hard. Simon also made up his own
absorb vibrations, Bargain buvs over the years handbrake skid shiclds and drilled
Ifyou look inside the passengers  include the Hewers, a Halda and out the rear drums and backplates.
::;t:::::::" “rb:::':"”’ door pocket, you'll find a switch the Irvin harnesses, which came These are said 1 be typical Works
] : pancl with a map light, wiper and from London in 1991, At just micls. “One job that did take a
washer switches, cigar lighter over £200 for the loy, “1 promptly long time was getting the best out
and two-pin plug. All the Works drove straight down and bought of the H4 carbs and manifold,” he
rally accessonies are present, them with my first student grant remembers. “Big improvements
including the now=cxpensive Hever  cheque,” recalls Simon. “The to the flow of the SU can be made
stopwatches and Halda Tripmaster.  clocks and genuine Irvin harness mternally, as can the manifold. A
S0 what s the final ball for such a are rumoured 1o have come lot of hours were spent with a die
migh spec? He bought the Cooper oul of a Works Mini that was grinder, sculpting internal porting ~
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Sirmvon Direw wiould Like to thank his family for putting upwith
ivirm and his Minis over the years; his girlfriend for suffering it
day Inand day out; and Dave Greaves, Kevin Murray, Grasme
Alkan and Aldrian for their help along the way.

MiniWeridwould ke ta thank Knockhill Racing Circuit
b [0) 1383 723237, wwew knockhill.com] for the use of thesr
track to photograph Simon's Works lookslilke,
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“If | had the
time and

resources,
aWorks
lookalike
suchas
Simon Drew's has got to be
one of my ultimate must-
haves. Simon has created
anostalgic work of art that
drives as good as it looks.”

to increase airflow 1o some 20cim
or more. Well worth the effort.”
The biggest struggle was the
wiring loom. He wanted 1o use
16 or more fuses so he had 10 1ake
his time. “Gradually, | laid the
loom out wire by wire from the
original Lucas wires and preced
together the great mystery of a
Works wiring loom,” he admuts.
“Every spade and bullet 15 not
only crimped, but soldered For
extra reliability, Once the loom
is in the car, it does not come
out unbess vou cut it out!™

A

(5T 200 MintWerld.co.uk

WORKS INSPIRED

Discussions still echa up and down the dusty corridors of
the Mini Cooper Register about what is and isn't genuine on
a Works Mini, but Simon has simply gone for the look and
sourced some of the right bits as and when he could find
them, Aesthetically, it’s a very pleasing car.

Reb Hawkins and Simon Drew
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Omn the road, he isn't shy about
pushing this Mini to the limit. The
suspension has been refined with
Bilstein dampers and standard
rubber so it doesn't crunch over
the rougher Scottish country lanes.
He confidently winds the highly
uned 1330ce A-Serics up Lo
T.0Mrpm in each gear [the Works
rally cars were usually 1293¢cc]. He
approaches corners at an alarming
rate before he stabs hard on the
brakes but the serve-assisted
Cooper 5 discs up front are
enough. As we head over a onest,

L]

he knows this road well and tries
for a take-ofl. We manage a shight
stomach drop and we try again.

1"s only later than 1 discover that
he hasn't always been so lucky in
the 16 years he's developed and
drven this Works lookalike. With
two Monte Carlo tnps and a lap
or two of the Niirburgring. this
Mini has seen some action. On the
"Hing, It span out and went on
two wheels, which scared my dad
to death, as he was co-piloting at
the time,” says Simon. “Other near
imisses melude a near somersault
at 90mph over a jump on the A93,
whiere the car landed so hard on
its rwose that it bem the steel sump
guard hard against the front pancl
and snappad the exhaust.”

Simon's currently doing batthe
with his brakes, which don't feel
as good as expecied, despite
having stripped everything down,
including the servo. "It fecls a bit
light on its loafers at present,”
he comments.

Living with Scottish weather,
hix has been lucky to escape a
restoration. Credit is also due as
a result of his attention o detail
with period modifications. **1 have
trice 10 keep the car how it would
have been back in the Sixties,”
he explains, Il certainly proves
difficult getting the best out
ol period parts, but that's pan
of the challenge.™

1944 Cooper 5 Works replica

Engiine: 1275cc A-Seres . &0-thou
overbore to 13300c . «0.060° Omega
oifset-dish pistons . balanced 12755
crankshalt, con-rods 647 carmshaft .
Special Tuning Cocper 5 lightened
liming gear . race-spec MED AEG 143
eylinder head . 1,5:1 Mini Spanes roller
rockers . bronze vabe guides . race
vaboe springs . hean HE SU fully worked
carburetions . Works steel ram pipes
Cooper 5 alloy inlet manifold modified
tofit 1.5in carbureliors. bwin electric
SUTuel puemps . Dewnbon exhaust
manifold . 5 rrgl.-l;' ‘box Janspecd centre
rear ext . skid plates on manield join .
Cooper S high-capaciy water pump,
enkarged poris . bwo-blade metal
mechanical cooling fan . Mini Spanes
Super-cool be-core rediater . Cooper
S 13-row oil cooler . HA 12 coal . Lucas
2304 £0%77 competition distnbutor,
Lusmseniticn Magnetronic igritson .
Lucas competition copper-core HT
leads . Works-type plug caps.
Champuon N&EY spark plugs
Gearbax: iour-speaed, strasght-cut . no
syncheommeshin farst . cenbral of pach-
up pipe . 3.75:1 linal dreve ratio . cross-
pen diff . MED Billed steed lightened
Thywheel, backplate . AP barded
clutch, stronper diaphragm

Braloas: Cooper 5 servo-adaiged
silioon berakoe fluid . internal brake
lines , fronl Cooper S grogwed discs.
Cooper S bwo-pot callipers . EBC
Green Stulf pads . Cooper 5 dnilled
drurns, backplates . standard

brake shoes . skidplabes fted

to handbrake brackeis

Suspensbon: Bilstein dampers.
rubber cones . front sublrame fully
skidded, strengthened to fit Scoltish
Ft.all:l Sump gu..]rlj front Speceal Eumng
rivgative cambar bottom arms
siandard Cooper 5 o arms, be-rods.
doubile-skinned, Seim-walded rear
sublrame . iaang eye . siandanrd
Fadius arms

Wheels and tyres: & 510 Magnesium
Minilies . Yokohama A0S 1857010
Interiar: Micracell fived bucked
dreeer's seat , reclineng nipdgator § seal
Jredfgrey/gold rear seal . red el
carpets. Irin lap/diagonal seatbelt
for driver . four-point harness for
nawgator fly-all handbrake . Works
200k Semiths speeda . 10,000rpm
Srmiths lacha . 30-30 ammaber . twan
Heusr gight-diy rally clocks . Halda
Twinmaster . Mobo-Lita flat Biin
stpering wheel . duplicate switches for
nanigator . addiional csgar lighters
eodumin-rmeunted hoadlight dip mastch
dash-mounted headlight flash swilch .,
foot-operated horn swilch hor
naagalor . intercam sysiem for
inboard communiCation . Helphos
navigator's searchisght . Aley Bars
thrga-pont rodloage

Exterior: Mkl Cooper 5 shall painted
incellulose Red with black rool . twe
Lucas Continental Tin-diameler, three

Eanp- ulmrnn:lq:-rl‘u-g I:-.:|h|!r, Quartr sodirp
budbs . boot-mountod Lucas réversang
Light . chromie sill strips.. Stadivmclip
o overtaking mirror . heated Triplex
wendscrien . BMC 'no mast’ paned on
FEar warthonw




